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Case of segmental dilatation of the sigmoid colon
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Division of Pediatric Surgery, Department of Surgery, Showa University School of Medicine
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Segmental dilatation of the intestine (SD) is a rare abnormality. 50cases of SD have been
reported in the Japanese literature. We report a case of segmental dilatation of the sigmoid colon in
an infant and review the previous literature. A 2-year-old boy presented with a history of constipation.
A contrast enema showed a dilated loop of the sigmoid colon. At laparotomy, a dilated segment of the
sigmoid colon was found, and resection of the dilated sigmoid colon was performed with end-to-end
anastomosis. Microscopically, the ganglion cells of the dilated sigmoid colon were normal ; however
the size of the nerve plexus was small and thickening of the muscle layer was found. The patient’s
course was uneventful and he was discharged on the 12" postoperative day in a good condition. SD is
recognized in all parts of the intestine and the symptoms are different in every part. The etiology of SD
remains unknown and several possibilities have been suggested. The prognosis is most satisfactory by
means of resection of the dilated segment.
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