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The present and future of pediatric surgery in Japan

Tadashi Iwanaka

Department of Pediatric Surgery, University of Tokyo Graduate School of Medicine

—{ Abstract

There are 244 board-certified pediatric surgeons and 211 pediatric surgical instructors less
than 65 years old in Japan. Board-certified general surgeons wishing to become board-certified
pediatric surgeons have to perform an additional 150 pediatric surgical procedure including more
than 20 neonatal operations. Board-certified pediatric surgeons also need to keep performing 100
pediatric operations in each 5-year period in order to maintain their board certification. Recently,
the number of children is decreasing and the number of pediatric surgical procedures is also
decreasing. In this situation, young pediatric surgeons need to share surgical opportunities and
board-certified instructors should start to discuss how to teach young pediatric surgeons in
university hospitals and children’s medical centers, dispatch them to suburban and rural clinical
hospitals, and help them maintain a good quality of life in busy hospitals. The present and future
of pediatric surgery in Japan are described.
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Fig.4 Abdominal computed tomography while in admission in case 1. A left adrenal tumor a \ b
with calcification (a) and a few paraaortic and renal lymph nodes metastases (b) are
shown.

Fig.5 Abdominal computed tomography after chemotherapy in case 1. Because the size of a \ b
metastatic lymph nodes had become smaller, laparoscopic resection of adrenal tumor
and lymph node metastases was performed.

Fig.6 Intraoperative findings at laparoscopic resection. Paraaortic lymph nodes were a \ b
resected by LCS (a ; superior mesenteric artery (arrowhead) and left renal vein (arrow),
b ; retroperitoneal space after tumor resection, left renal arteries (arrowheads) ).
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