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Demonstrability by Plain Radiography and its Limitation
What can be seen and what cannot be seen?

Mutsuhisa Fujioka, M.D.

Professor and chairman, Department of Radiology
Dokkyo University, School of Medicine

Abstract| Since the new modaltiies such as CT, MR, US and NM have been introduced,
we have recognized that many lesions which can be demonstrated by means of such
maodalities are unable to be seen on the plain radiographs. Because plain radiography
is still widely accepted as a relatively cheap and important initial imaging method,
greal efforts for the improvement ol its diagnostic ability have been made. In the
technical aspect, introduction of the inverter and highspeed film-screen systems en-
able us to use shorter exposure times to reduce motion artifacts of pediatric patients.
In the coming digital imaging era, CRTs will replace view boxes even for interpreting
plain radiographs made by DR(CR). Since the diagnostic qualily of plain radiogra-
phy has been improved not only by technical development but also by better training
for radiologists, higher reading skills ol general clinicians are required even for inter-
pretation of the plain radiographs. It was a big turning point when the reading fee by
diagnostic radiologists was approved by the health insurance authorily in the last

year.
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